Segment 1: Your Spiritual Journey - Scriptures
1.
Genesis 12:1-7New Living Translation (NLT)
The Call of Abram
12 The LORD had said to Abram, “Leave your native country, your relatives, and your
father’s family, and go to the land that I will show you. 2 I will make you into a great
nation. I will bless you and make you famous, and you will be a blessing to others. 3 I will
bless those who bless you and curse those who treat you with contempt. All the families
on earth will be blessed through you.”
So Abram departed as the LORD had instructed, and Lot went with him. Abram was
seventy-five years old when he left Haran. 5 He took his wife, Sarai, his nephew Lot, and
all his wealth—his livestock and all the people he had taken into his household at
Haran—and headed for the land of Canaan. When they arrived in Canaan, 6 Abram
traveled through the land as far as Shechem. There he set up camp beside the oak of
Moreh. At that time, the area was inhabited by Canaanites.
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Then the LORD appeared to Abram and said, “I will give this land to your descendants.[a]”
And Abram built an altar there and dedicated it to the LORD, who had appeared to him.
7

Exodus 3:1-6New Living Translation (NLT)
Moses and the Burning Bush
3 One day Moses was tending the flock of his father-in-law, Jethro,

[a]

the priest of

Midian. He led the flock far into the wilderness and came to Sinai,[b] the mountain of
God.2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a blazing fire from the middle of a
bush. Moses stared in amazement. Though the bush was engulfed in flames, it didn’t
burn up.3 “This is amazing,” Moses said to himself. “Why isn’t that bush burning up? I
must go see it.”
When the LORD saw Moses coming to take a closer look, God called to him from the
middle of the bush, “Moses! Moses!”
4

“Here I am!” Moses replied.

“Do not come any closer,” the LORD warned. “Take off your sandals, for you are
standing on holy ground. 6 I am the God of your father[c]—the God of Abraham, the God
5

of Isaac, and the God of Jacob.” When Moses heard this, he covered his face because he
was afraid to look at God.

Luke 1:26-38New Living Translation (NLT)
The Birth of Jesus Foretold
In the sixth month of Elizabeth’s pregnancy, God sent the angel Gabriel to Nazareth, a
village in Galilee, 27 to a virgin named Mary. She was engaged to be married to a man
named Joseph, a descendant of King David. 28 Gabriel appeared to her and said,
“Greetings, favored woman! The Lord is with you![a]”
26

Confused and disturbed, Mary tried to think what the angel could mean. 30 “Don’t be
afraid, Mary,” the angel told her, “for you have found favor with God! 31 You will conceive
and give birth to a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32 He will be very great and will be
called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his ancestor
David.33 And he will reign over Israel[b] forever; his Kingdom will never end!”
29

34

Mary asked the angel, “But how can this happen? I am a virgin.”

35

The angel replied, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High

will overshadow you. So the baby to be born will be holy, and he will be called the Son
of God. 36 What’s more, your relative Elizabeth has become pregnant in her old age!
People used to say she was barren, but she has conceived a son and is now in her sixth
month.37 For the word of God will never fail.[c]”
Mary responded, “I am the Lord’s servant. May everything you have said about me
come true.” And then the angel left her.
38

2.
Genesis 3New Living Translation (NLT)
The Man and Woman Sin
3 The serpent was the shrewdest of all the wild animals the LORD God had made. One
day he asked the woman, “Did God really say you must not eat the fruit from any of the
trees in the garden?”

“Of course we may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,” the woman replied. 3 “It’s
only the fruit from the tree in the middle of the garden that we are not allowed to eat.
God said, ‘You must not eat it or even touch it; if you do, you will die.’”
2

“You won’t die!” the serpent replied to the woman. 5 “God knows that your eyes will be
opened as soon as you eat it, and you will be like God, knowing both good and evil.”
4

The woman was convinced. She saw that the tree was beautiful and its fruit looked
delicious, and she wanted the wisdom it would give her. So she took some of the fruit
and ate it. Then she gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it,
too. 7 At that moment their eyes were opened, and they suddenly felt shame at their
nakedness. So they sewed fig leaves together to cover themselves.
6

8

When the cool evening breezes were blowing, the man[a]and his wife heard the LORD God

walking about in the garden. So they hid from the LORD God among the trees. 9 Then
theLORD God called to the man, “Where are you?”
He replied, “I heard you walking in the garden, so I hid. I was afraid because I was
naked.”
10

“Who told you that you were naked?” the LORD God asked. “Have you eaten from the
tree whose fruit I commanded you not to eat?”
11

12

The man replied, “It was the woman you gave me who gave me the fruit, and I ate it.”

13

Then the LORD God asked the woman, “What have you done?”

“The serpent deceived me,” she replied. “That’s why I ate it.”
14

Then the LORD God said to the serpent,

“Because you have done this, you are cursed
more than all animals, domestic and wild.
You will crawl on your belly,
groveling in the dust as long as you live.
15
And I will cause hostility between you and the woman,
and between your offspring and her offspring.
He will strike[b] your head,
and you will strike his heel.”
16

Then he said to the woman,

“I will sharpen the pain of your pregnancy,
and in pain you will give birth.
And you will desire to control your husband,
but he will rule over you.[c]”

17

And to the man he said,

“Since you listened to your wife and ate from the tree
whose fruit I commanded you not to eat,
the ground is cursed because of you.
All your life you will struggle to scratch a living from it.
18
It will grow thorns and thistles for you,
though you will eat of its grains.
19
By the sweat of your brow
will you have food to eat
until you return to the ground
from which you were made.
For you were made from dust,
and to dust you will return.”

Paradise Lost: God’s Judgment
Then the man—Adam—named his wife Eve, because she would be the mother of all
who live.[d] 21 And the LORD God made clothing from animal skins for Adam and his wife.
20

Then the LORD God said, “Look, the human beings[e] have become like us, knowing both
good and evil. What if they reach out, take fruit from the tree of life, and eat it? Then
they will live forever!” 23 So the LORD God banished them from the Garden of Eden, and
22

he sent Adam out to cultivate the ground from which he had been made. 24 After sending
them out, the LORD God stationed mighty cherubim to the east of the Garden of Eden.
And he placed a flaming sword that flashed back and forth to guard the way to the tree
of life.

Matthew 9:20-22New Living Translation (NLT)
Just then a woman who had suffered for twelve years with constant bleeding came up
behind him. She touched the fringe of his robe, 21 for she thought, “If I can just touch his
robe, I will be healed.”
20

Jesus turned around, and when he saw her he said,“Daughter, be encouraged! Your
faith has made you well.”And the woman was healed at that moment.
22

Acts 2:1-12New Living Translation (NLT)
The Holy Spirit Comes

2 On the day of Pentecost

[a]

all the believers were meeting together in one

place. Suddenly, there was a sound from heaven like the roaring of a mighty
2

windstorm, and it filled the house where they were sitting. 3 Then, what looked like
flames or tongues of fire appeared and settled on each of them. 4 And everyone present
was filled with the Holy Spirit and began speaking in other languages,[b] as the Holy Spirit
gave them this ability.
At that time there were devout Jews from every nation living in Jerusalem. 6 When they
heard the loud noise, everyone came running, and they were bewildered to hear their
own languages being spoken by the believers.
5

They were completely amazed. “How can this be?” they exclaimed. “These people are
all from Galilee, 8 and yet we hear them speaking in our own native languages! 9 Here we
7

are—Parthians, Medes, Elamites, people from Mesopotamia, Judea, Cappadocia, Pontus,
the province of Asia, 10 Phrygia, Pamphylia, Egypt, and the areas of Libya around Cyrene,
visitors from Rome 11 (both Jews and converts to Judaism), Cretans, and Arabs. And we
all hear these people speaking in our own languages about the wonderful things God has
done!” 12 They stood there amazed and perplexed. “What can this mean?” they asked
each other.

3.
Matthew 13:24-30New Living Translation (NLT)
Parable of the Wheat and Weeds
Here is another story Jesus told: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a farmer who planted
good seed in his field. 25 But that night as the workers slept, his enemy came and planted
weeds among the wheat, then slipped away. 26 When the crop began to grow and
produce grain, the weeds also grew.
24

“The farmer’s workers went to him and said, ‘Sir, the field where you planted that good
seed is full of weeds! Where did they come from?’
27

28

“‘An enemy has done this!’ the farmer exclaimed.

“‘Should we pull out the weeds?’ they asked.
“‘No,’ he replied, ‘you’ll uproot the wheat if you do. 30 Let both grow together until the
harvest. Then I will tell the harvesters to sort out the weeds, tie them into bundles, and
burn them, and to put the wheat in the barn.’”
29

Matthew 13:31-32New Living Translation (NLT)
Parable of the Mustard Seed
Here is another illustration Jesus used: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like a mustard seed
planted in a field. 32 It is the smallest of all seeds, but it becomes the largest of garden
plants; it grows into a tree, and birds come and make nests in its branches.”
31

Matthew 13:33New Living Translation (NLT)
Parable of the Yeast
Jesus also used this illustration: “The Kingdom of Heaven is like the yeast a woman
used in making bread. Even though she put only a little yeast in three measures of flour,
it permeated every part of the dough.”
33

Matthew 13:45New Living Translation (NLT)
45

“Again, the Kingdom of Heaven is like a merchant on the lookout for choice pearls.

Matthew 13:1-9New Living Translation (NLT)
Parable of the Farmer Scattering Seed
13 Later that same day Jesus left the house and sat beside the lake.

2

A large crowd

soon gathered around him, so he got into a boat. Then he sat there and taught as the
people stood on the shore. 3 He told many stories in the form of parables, such as this
one:
“Listen! A farmer went out to plant some seeds. 4 As he scattered them across his field,
some seeds fell on a footpath, and the birds came and ate them. 5 Other seeds fell on
shallow soil with underlying rock. The seeds sprouted quickly because the soil was
shallow. 6 But the plants soon wilted under the hot sun, and since they didn’t have deep
roots, they died. 7 Other seeds fell among thorns that grew up and choked out the tender
plants. 8 Still other seeds fell on fertile soil, and they produced a crop that was thirty,
sixty, and even a hundred times as much as had been planted! 9 Anyone with ears to
hear should listen and understand.”

